
   

Embracing people at every age and every stage  
of life, helping them to become the most loving version of themselves possible. 

Pastor’s Column – August 2024 

“The single biggest problem in communication is the 
illusion that it has taken place.” 

 

– George Bernard Shaw, Nobel Prize-winning playwright 
 Over the past month, we have had a LOT going on!  
It's wonderful and it's the sign of life and of good things to 
come in any organization.  We've been busy making a lot of 
food (parade, Salad Luncheon, Community Meal, funeral 
dinners...) and organizing an important anniversary celebra-
tion!  Overall, we've done a great job!  Thanks to everyone 
who has worked so hard. 
 At the same time, we have had some struggles with 
communication.  I think most of the time this happens when 
we're busy, but also it happens when we think everyone 
knows.  The truth is, everyone doesn't know.  I've heard it 
said that you have tell people at least seven different times, 
seven different ways, the same thing, or no one hears!  It is 
like no one ever said anything.  I know that can be frustrat-
ing, but it's true. 
 Communication can lead to having more help when 
we do a project.  Communication can lead to more attend-
ance at functions we have.  Communication can ensure that 
everyone feels loved, valued, appreciated, welcomed, in-
cluded...you name it!  We have many good examples of  
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when communication has really helped us make things happen that otherwise either 
wouldn't get done, or would get done by the same few people who are tired. 
 My favorite example is our yard clean ups.  Prior to 2020, so I've been told, fewer 
and fewer people were helping take care of our yard.  One or two people were mowing.  
Only a couple people were weeding and taking care of the flower beds.  Not very many 
people knew about the sprinkler system and how it worked.  People were tired and 
worn out. 
 Since that time, we told people we needed help and we set two clean up days a 
year.  One happens in the spring, the other in the fall.  We put some fun fellowship with 
it, like cider and donuts one fall.  And, we told people!  Please help us!  And, when they 
came, other than general direction, we let people do what they loved to do without 
overdoing the supervision.  We have several people mowing lawn, and we have several 
who help with the gardens and yard clean up. 
 Sometimes we forget that people don't mind helping, but they get hurt and upset 
if their contribution isn't valued -- or worse -- rejected without good reason. 
 All I'm hoping to do with this friendly reminder is to encourage all of us to com-
municate, to the best of our ability, what is happening and who is needed to do what.  
Further, when people do help, be clear in expectations, kind in corrections, and most of 
all thankful for people giving their time, talent and treasure.  We'll all win in the end. 
 The call to be loving community is strong here.  Once in a while, though, we 
need a reminder that community takes work.  The most important work is communica-
tion. 
 

In Christ, 
 

Pastor Greg 
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This summer we will have outdoor worship on 
the second Sunday of June, July, and August. 
August 11th, will be the next outside service 
for this season. Please bring a lawn chair, if 
you  are able.  
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The Otsego Housing Task Force is a 17 member organization of commu-
nity leaders focused on the task force mission of “moving housing for-
ward” in Otsego County.  Through education, outreach, and marketing 
the County to investors, the task force hopes to create more attainable 
housing options for residents across the county.  To participate in the 
task force’s mission, please take the online housing survey using the in-
cluded QR code below or at the following link:  
 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CCNNSNY 

 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CCNNSNY
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Salad luncheons are back! Below are the dates and 

sponsorship for each. Watch for a sign-up list each 

month, if you would like to help! 
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~ In Our Prayers ~ 

 
  

 

During the month of August the UNA is holding the Manistee 

First Congregational United Church of Christ in prayer. 

 

 

Gloria House’s granddaughter, Madison Crawford – as she suffers from cataplexy in narcolepsy along 

with other neurological struggles. Additionally, they have discovered that she has white blood cells in her 

cornea, which results in pain and swelling. It will also affect her vision. She is still in need of our prayers.   

Gloria House’s family – Prayers of joy as Gloria’s granddaughter Chloe and her husband Ryan have wel-
comed a baby girl, Caylee Cook. Mom and baby are doing well! 

Dave and Joann Schopp and family – as they grieve the passing of David’s brother, James “Jimmy” 
Schopp. 

Jason Peterman’s cousin – as he is suffering from severe anxiety and is struggling to find solutions. 

Jen and Sean Finnegan – Daughter and son-in-law of Helen Crandall. Sean is awaiting neurological test 

results for arterial blood flow in his brain. His activity level is extremely limited. Pray for diagnosis and 

treatment plan for this time. The family of Maxine Dely – as they grieve the recent loss of Maxine.  

The Clark Family  – As they grieve Charlene’s passing on June 23, 2024.  
Staci Brown’s mother, Jean Radke – she is now home and recovering well from a recent stroke. Staci is 

asking for prayers for continued progress moving forward.  

Laura Bantens’ partner, Chris Crumbaugh – continued prayers for Laura and Chris as they adapt to 

the new medical issues Chris is facing. 

Mike Termaat, brother-in-law of Pat Dressel – as he has had surgery to remove fluid from his lungs 

and is need of prayers. 

Tom and Jenni Johnson– As Tom will soon begin the week-long round of radiation in an effort to fur-

ther shrink the tumor on his pancreas. 

Rev. Michael Bush, Tucson UCC Pastor – prayers for healing as he is now on medical leave until mid-

August, as he faces surgery.  

Laura Bantens’ mom – is healing well. Continued prayers are appreciated as she navigates the road to 

recovery and her return to work. 

Brad Derenzy – as he faces continuing health issues. 

Jim Boughner – as recovers from his second carpal tunnel surgery. 

Ariah House – (from Diane House) Ariah had her last in-hospital treatment in December 2023. She is 

doing great. I have to take her back to DeVos in March for the next step, providing she doesn’t relapse. 
With this OMAS disease, there is a 50% - 75% chance of relapse. We are only going to focus on the wins. 
 Keep the prayers coming. God Bless you all. We really miss our church families.  
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 On Voting, from Michigan Conference UCC  
 

Power is in our vote. Know MI Voting Rights, GOTV 
and VOTE to PROTECT DEMOCRACY  
In these times of “alternative” facts competing with facts, “selective” history being 
taught in our schools, equity and Inclusiveness being examined and questioned, 
and voting rights being restricted rather than expanded, many of us on the United 
Church of Christ Detroit Metro Area Social Justice Team are concerned that the 
very future of our Democracy is at risk.  

We believe that as people of faith we must stand-up for our Christian values of 
equality and equal rights for all people. We must be the voice of those who unfortu-
nately are marginalized and have no voice in our society. We must ensure that all 
our children receive a good quality education that prepares them to take their place 
in our society and earn a living which can support them and their families.  

The Fall 2024 Election is very important, not just for the Presidential Office, but for 
all offices which are to be filled. We believe that as Christians, it is our responsibility 
to work in coalitions with people of similar values in a non-partisan way to make 
plans to GET OUT THE VOTE and PRESERVE DEMOCRACY. And we can individ-
ually urge support and vote for those candidates who demonstrate these values, 
not just by what they say, but by their actions as well.  

But first we need to work to ensure that everyone gets registered to vote:  

To register to vote you must be • a United States citizen; • a Michigan resident at 
the time you register and a resident of your city or township for at least 30 days 
when you vote; • at least 18 years of age (when you vote); • and not currently serv-
ing a sentence in jail or prison (in jail awaiting trial or already served sentence can 
vote, just have to re-register). You can register up to the day of the election at your 
local clerk’s office.  

Visit the Michigan Voter Information Center: www.MI.gov/vote  

and watch this video from our Michigan Unitarian-Universalist partners:  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Anniversary Video – Brenda is making copies of the anniversary video for $5.00 each. 
Sign up in Fellowship Hall, if you would like one.  

Join us for lunch! – a group of people from our church family meet for  

lunch on the third Tuesday of each month. Everyone is welcome! Please  

join us. The next scheduled lunch is Tuesday, August 20th. 

Salad Luncheon – The next salad luncheon Tuesday, August 27.  

Outdoor Worship – The next outdoor worship will be next Sunday, August 11th , weath-
er permitting. Please bring a lawn chair if you are able.  

Calling all Creatives! There is a new section our website for displaying  

all things creative by the members of this congregation. This can include poetry, paint-
ings, needlework, gardens, prose, and anything else that you  

would like to share. We already have some poetry there and will welcome any additions. 
Please submit your project to Brenda at  

brendabrummel@me.com or message to 810-623-1691. To view this  

new section, just go to the website and scroll down to the Special Events.  

The website is www.firstuccgaylord.org.  

Prayer Cards: In the pews, you will find prayer concern cards. When possible, to ensure 
accuracy in the bulletin and newsletter, please use the new cards. 

Directory – If at any time you have changes, please forward them. You can access the 
most up-to-date directory via our weekly eblast or stop in the office for a copy. I appreci-
ate your continued input.  

Food Pantry – needs a few more volunteers. Please contact Don Storing if interested. 

Reaching Out meeting link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83640729481 

 

 

 
 

 

   

 

mailto:brendabrummel@me.com
http://www.firstuccgaylord.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83640729481
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2024 Flower Schedule 
 

January: Margaret Hafner and Dave Henson 
February: Margaret Hellenberg 

March: Jeannine Wambold 
April: Cathy Otto 
May: Mary Evans 

June: Joanie Sietsema 
July: Helen Mate 

August: Evelyn Pratt 
September: Sallie Anderson 

October: Vicky Rigney 
November: Louanne Spearman 
December: Christian Ed.  
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 5 for 5 
from your Reaching Out Team 

 

OCWM (Our Church’s Wider Mission) 
     Basic support for the Michigan Conference and National Settings. 

     Collected on an ongoing basis 

Received to date: $378 (2024) 
 

One Great Hour of Sharing 

     Supports partners in countries with ministries that fund health, education and agricultural 
development, emergency relief, refugee ministries and both international and domestic re-

sponse. 
     Collected in March 

Received to date: $495 (2024) 
 

Strengthen the Church 

     Supports church growth, pastoral and lay leadership development, young and young adult 
ministers within conferences. 
Collected around Pentecost   

Received to date: $329 

 Neighbors in Need 

      One third supports Council for American Indian Ministry and two-thirds is administered to 
Justice and Witness Ministers to support a variety projects. Due to Covid-19 the elected UCC 

officers have deemed this to be a priority. 
       Collected in October 

Received to date: $256 (2023) 
 

Christmas Fund 

        Provides direct financial assistance to retired UCC ministers and lay employees and 
spouses. 

        Collected in December 

Received to date: $694 (2023) 
 

Blanket Sunday, 2024 

Received to date: $936 
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Current Meeting Times 

All are welcome to “attend” these meetings except where noted otherwise. 
 

 

Reaching In* will meet the first Monday of each month at noon: 

 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84945686588 

 

Reaching Out will meet the third Monday of each month at 7 PM: 

 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83640729481  

 

Council will meet the after worship. Check monthly calendar for Specific dates.:   

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85297662581  

 

Trustees will meet the third Wednesday of each month at 7:00 PM: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83432888287 

 

Bible Study meets Thursdays at 11am  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84612895017  
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